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The powerful upsurge of the national-liberation 
movement is an outstanding feature of our epoch. 
The struggle of the oppressed nations which is 
firmly supported by the socialist countries, has led 
to the collapse of the colonialist system of impe- 
rialism and the emergence of some 80 sovercign 
states. Countries with a total population of more 
than 1,000 million people have gained their inde- 
pendence over the past two decades alone, This 
clearly illustrates the great victory scored by the 
oppressed nations and all progressive mankind 
over the forces of imperialism and reaction. 

The young developing nations received a grim 
legacy from their colonial past. Their productive 
forces are extremely underdeveloped, and their per 
capita national income is only one-twelfth of that 
of the developed capitalist countries. The gaining 
of national independence did not solve completely 
the economic problems of the young states: foreign 
monopolies continue to dominate many branches of 
their national economy. In the underdeveloped 
countries private capital investments alone exceed 
40.000 million dollars. 

Much has still to be done by the national-libera- 
tion movement in order to overcome the remnants 
of feudalism and imperialism. But the peoples in 
the developing countries are continuing their ef- 
forts to overcome their economic backwardness, to 
build up an independent economy and promote de- 
mocracy in all spheres of life. 


The socialist states and the international work- 
ing class give strong support to the nations which 
have set out on the road of non-capitalist develop- 
ment. The developing countries, however, have to 
overcome serious obstacles in order to strengthen 
their economic position, solve the agrarian ques- 
tion and achieve social progress. 

The contemporary stage of imperialist expan- 
sion in the developing countries is characterised by 
a policy of neocolonialism. This policy has been 
prompted by the collapse of the colonial system 
and the fact that the imperialists can no longer 
build their relations with the underdeveloped coun- 
tries on the basis of overt plunder and coercion. In 
their struggle against the national-liberation 
movement the imperialists stubbornly defend the 
remnants of colonialism and at the same time trv 
lo impede the economic and social progress of the 
developing nations, With this aim in view they 
support the reactionary forces and hamper the eli- 
mination of obsolete social relations. The imperia- 
lists impose on these states economic treaties and 
military-political pacts which encroach on their 
sovereignty. They exploit them by taking out pro- 
fils. imposing inequitable terms of trade, by mani- 
pulating prices and currency. exchange rates, and 
by various forms of so-called aid and pressure on 
the part of international financial organisations. To 
further their aims the imperialists do not hesitate 
to use armed force, This is clearly illustrated by the 
imperialist interventions in Indo-China and the 
Middle East, and by the colonial wars in Angola 
and Mozambique. 

In his speech at the International Meeting of 
Communist and Workers’ Parties in 1969, Leonid 
Brezhnev, General Secretary of the Communist 
Party of the Soviet Union, said: "Imperialism is 
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actively working to slow down the advance towards 
independence and social progress, to keep its form- 
er colonics within the framework of the capitalist 
system, and to retain them as objects of exploita- 
tion, even if in modified form... 

"All this is a most grave threat to the future of 
the young independent countries. Their peoples are 
gradually coming to realise that neocolonialism is 
no less of a danger than colonialism. This means 
that ahead lie most acute battles between the fight- 
ers for real freedom and those who would like to 
fetter the voung national states with the chains of 
anew bondage.” 

Anticommunism plays an important part in the 
neocolonialist policy of present-day imperialism. 
The political leaders of the imperialist states, who 
specialise in ideological sabotage, resort to the anti- 
communist propaganda in their efforts to bring the 
peoples of the liberated countries over to the side 
of capitalism. Some six vears ago, John S. Gibson, 
a well-known American writer on international 
affairs, noted the importance of the ideological 
struggle in the third world: "What happens to and 
within these new nations during the next few de- 
cades may well determine the outcome of the 
worldwide ideological struggle of the twentieth cen- 
tury.” ! 

Propagandists and politicians of the capitalist 
world resort to anticommunism in an attempt to 
tear the national-liberation movement away from 
the world socialist svstem, primarily from the 
USSR and the revolutionary working-class move- 
ment. to distort the historical experience of the li- 
beration of the working people from exploitation 


! John S. Gibson. Ideology and World Affairs, Boston. 1964. 
p. 144. 


and oppression, and to build up a false picture of 
the merits of imperialism. In this connection the 
Programme of the Communist Party of the Soviet 
Union states: “Anticommunism is becoming the 
main instrument of reaction in its struggle against 
the democratic forces in Asia, Africa and Latin 
America. It is the meeting ground of imperialist 
ideology and the ideology of the feudal pro-impe- 
rialist elements and the reactionary groups of the 
bourgeoisie of the countries which have gained 
their freedom from colonial tyranny.” 

A large varicty of means and methods are used 
to propagate anticommunist ideas in the develop- 
ing states. The various directions and forms of 
ideological sabotage practiced by imperialism are 
called "psychological warfare." The governments 
and monopolies of a number of capitalist states 
spend vast sums of money on this psychological 
warfare in the developing countries. For this pur- 
pose they have at their disposal powerful radio 
and publishing facilities, and make extensive use 
of films and television. Radio broadcasts play a par- 
ticularly important part in anticommunist propa- 
ganda. The imperialist states publish a large num- 
ber of newspapers and magazines specially design- 
ed for consumption by the people of the develop- 
ing countries. The propertied and educated  sec- 
tions of society in these countries are the particu- 
lar target of anticommunist propaganda. They are 
given tourist trips to the West (either free or on 
easy terms), scholarships to studv abroad, etc. 


* + + 


The propaganda struggle being waged against 
the national-liberation movement takes many 
forms. As the national-liberation struggle continues 
on its victorious path, the numerous theories, aim- 


at the same time misrepresent the character and 
goals of the national-liberation movement, have to 
be changed. In the colonial period the capitalist 
world rejected the right of the oppressed nations 
to independent political development. Cecil Rhodes, 
Gobineau and other apologists of old-style co- 
lonialism openly proclaimed the inequality of va- 
rious peoples and races. They branded the nation- 
al-liberation movements as "mutinous" and said 
that they were directed against "law and order" 
and against a "superior civilisation." 

The rapid growth of the national-liberation 
movement, which was set in train by the achieve- 
ments of the world socialist system and the gene- 
ral crisis of imperialism, forced the propagandists 
of imperialism to revise the forms and methods 
which they used to falsify problems associated 
with national independence and  colonialism. It 
goes without saying that their basic aims remain- 
ed unchanged—to continue and to justify colonial 
exploitation, and to defend the capitalist method 
of production. 

One often comes across assertions in the litera- 
ture of the capitalist world to the effect that a “re- 
volution of growing hopes" and a “movement for 
modernisation" are under way in Asia, Africa and 
Latin America. These, of course, are attempts to 
conceal the social and political direction of the na- 
tional-liberation revolution. Indeed, if we accept 
that the social developments in these parts of the 
world are determined primarily by moral and psy- 
chological factors ("growing hopes"), or cultural 
and technological (“modernisation”) trends, then 
this, as it were, excludes them from the  world- 
wide class struggle and makes them neutral in rela- 
tion to capitalism and socialism. 
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The propagandists of the capitalist world dis- 
play considerable ingenuity in their attempts to 
distort the real meaning of the processes taking 
place in the developing countries. 


The growth of class-consciousness and a feeling 
of national identity among the peoples in the libe- 
rated countries, and the formation of new states in 
Asia and Africa is forcing the apologists of impe- 
rialism to discard their old methods of defending 
colonialism and to pose as friends of the peoples of 
these countries. Today many of them are ready to 
admit that there were certain “extremes,” unne- 
cessarv “brutality” and other evil consequences of 
colonial domination. They claim that all this be- 
longs to the past. 


Some apologists of imperialism even go so far as 
to claim that the very notion of “colonialism” was 
invented and is being spread bv the communists. 
They have mounted a persistent offensive against 
the Marxist-Leninist theorv of the national-libera- 
tion movement. For example, one of this school, 
the French writer, Raymond Aron, tries to prove 
that Marxism-Leninism cannot be used to analyse 
the development of the countries of Asia, Africa 
and Latin America. Zbigniew Brzezinskv, Director 
of the Research Institute on Communist Affairs at 
Columbia Universitv, in an attempt to prove the 
unacceptability of the socialist way of development 
for these countries expresses similar ideas in his 
book Between Two Ages: America's Role in the 
Technotronic Era (New York, 1970). The apologists 
of imperialism spare no efforts to tone down the 
colonialist and exploiting essence of imperialism, 
claiming that in the epoch of the industrial society 
there are no contradictions between the underde- 
veloped countries and the imperialist states. All 


these attempts. however, are refuted by the hard 
facts of life, The capitalists continue to extract 
multi-million profits from the exploitation of the 
peoples of the underdeveloped countries. Accord- 
ing to United Nations data, foreign monopolies ope- 
rating in the developing countries make an annual 
profit of 5,000 million dollars. The profits of the 
foreign corporations greatly exceed the volume of 
their investments in the economy of the developing 
states. 

Non-equivalent exchange is one of the main 
forms used by international capital to exploit the 
working people in the liberated countries. Idris 
Cox, the English writer, who is a Marxist, cites data 
illustrating the aggravation of contradictions bet- 
ween the developed capitalist states and the deve- 
loping countries. As a result of the reduction of 
prices on export commodities, the developing coun- 
tries of Africa sustained an average annual loss of 
some 1.000 million pounds sterling in 1961-66. This 
had a detrimental effect on their economy. Striving 
for a wav out of this situation, thev negotiated 
major loans from the capitalist states which were 
granted to them at cut-throat interest rates. As a 
result, their total debt in 1966 ran into the tremen- 
dous sum of 18.000 mi:lion pounds sterling. The an- 
nual repayment of the loans exceeded 1,000 million 
pounds sterling, i. e. more than 20 per cent of 
their annual export revenues. 

It has been estimated that by 1977 the sum ne- 
cessary for the repayment of the loans and the in- 
terest on them (if the current growth rate of the 
debts of the developing countries is retained) will 
exceed the incoming sums from the new loans re- 
ceived bv the countries of East Asia, Latin Ameri- 
ca and Africa by 34, 30 and 21 per cent respecti- 
vely. 
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The attempts of the imperialists to gloss over the 
deep contradictions are all in vain. For example, 
the results of the implementation of the “Alliance 
for Progress" programme in Latin America are 
significant, The data on this programme are cited 
by the American journalist, S. Hanson, in his book 
Five Years of the Alliance for Progress (Washing- 
ton, 1967, p. 13). According to Hanson, the first 
five years of the implementation of this programme 
saw a considerable drop in the rate of economic de- 
velopment in the Latin American countries. There 
was a noticeable enrichment of the weaithv Latin 
Americans against a general background of the in- 
creasing poverty of the majority of the population. 
The incidence of reactionary coups in the countries 
of Latin America increased. All this taken together 
gave rise to general disappointment. 

Such facts as the support given by the imperial- 
ist powers to the Isracli aggression against the 
Arab states and the staging of reactionary coups 
in a number of countries also serve as indices of 
the sharpening contradictions between the  peo- 
ples of the developing countries and imperialism. 
Ali Yata, a prominent Moroccan, pointed out that 
the African continent continued to remain an area 
whose main historical feature was the contradic- 
tion between the striving of the nations for com- 
plete national independence and the striving of 
imperialism for domination. 

Imperialist propagandists claim that the impe- 
rialists are no longer colonialists and that the con- 
tradictions between the developed capitalist states 
and the liberated countries are disappearing. These 
claims, however, are complete fabrications. These 
propagandists of imperialism actively’ oppose the 
national-liberation movements in which anticapita- 
list tendencies are taking shape. Sidney Hook, 
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amount of eloquence on describing the “horrors” 
of revolution and on estimating the oullav and des- 
truction which they say it entails. But they ignore 
the tremendous damage inflicted on the nations by 
obsolete social and economic structures and colo- 
nialist exploitation. Philosophers, sociologists, eco- 
nomists and historians of the capitalist world are 
striving to prove the expediency of a gradual evo- 
lution of the liberated countries on the basis of the 
existing rerations of exploitation, and to convince 
them of the harmfulness of revolutionary changes. 
The historical destinies of the peoples, however, 
are not dependent on these pundits. The national- 
liberation revolutions develop and expand on the 
basis of the sharp contradictions between the deve- 
loped capitalist states and the liberated countries, 
* * * 


The liquidation of colonial oppression, the aboli- 
tion of the consequences of colonial domination 
and further progress of the liberated countries 
cannot be achieved if the national-liberation move- 
ment is isolated from the international revolutio- 
nary movement, Developments in our time have 
confirmed the genius of the classics of Marxism- 
Leninism in pointing out the Jinks between the na- 
tional-liberation struggle and the socialist revolu- 
tion. Marx and Engels pointed out that the prob- 
lem of national liberation was bound up with social 
liberation, and stressed that the struggle against 
capitalism must include the struggle against colo- 
nial oppression. “Anv nation that oppresses ano- 
ther forges its own chains.” ! 


! K. Marx and F. Engels. Sel. Works, Moscow. 1969, Vol. 2, 
p. 176. 
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Lenin viewed the national-liberation revolutions 
as an integral part of the world-wide struggle of 
the international working class for socialism. He 
stressed that the replacement of capitalism by so- 
cialism, a process which embraces an entire histo- 
rical epoch, also includes an epoch of national-li- 
beration movements in the backward and oppress- 
ed countries. Lenin pointed out that an alliance 
between the international working class and the 
oppressed nations of the colonial and dependent 
countries was a guarantee of the success of these 
movements. The concept of a single stream of pro- 
letarian and national-liberation revolutions has 
been confirmed in revolutionary practice. 

Taking this into account, the anti-communist po: 
liticians and propagandists make | desperate at 
tempts to undermine and discredit the alliance bet 
ween the national-liberation movements and the 
world socialist system and international working 
class. 

Their eagerness to champion the “independence 
of the national-liberation movement and to "pro 
tect” this "independence" obviously stems fron 
their desire to prise it away from world socialisn 
and the international proletariat and sidetrack i 
from the mainstream of the revolutionary move 
ment. A considerable number of anticommunis 
concepts which have appeared in recent year: 
falsify and distort the problems of the national-!i 
beration movement. The imperialists try to stir u 
strife within the developing countries and to pr« 
voke friction between them. 

All these attempts, however, do not bring the de 
sired results. In the epoch of the transition fro! 
capitalism to socialism increasingly large sectior 
of the population in the underdeveloped countrie 
come to realise the vast difference between the sı 


cial and economic systems of the socialist and ca- 
pitalist states, and show their appreciation of the 
assistance which the socialist states render to the 
peoples of the developing countries. They are es- 
pecially appreciative of this assistance because it 
contributes to the strengthening of their indepen- 
dence. 

Even before the Second World War Western pro- 
pagandists invented and spread the story that for 
the communists assistance to the  national-libera- 
tion movement was of secondary importance, that 
it had an ulterior motive and served as a cover for 
their own political aims. At the same time these 
propagandists lauded to the skies Western colonial- 
ist policies which, they claimed, were of a liberal 
nature. This claim is based on the fable that the in- 
dependence of, for example, the British colonies— 
India, Ghana, Burma, etc.—was not won by the 
peoples of those countries but was "granted" by 
Britain. According to the British sociologist, Wal- 
ter Kolarz, the "granting" of independence to Gha- 
na was a prelude to the liberation of Africa. 

The nature of this “liberalism” can be judged 
from the fact that in some of the colonies which 
were ruined by the conquerors, a considerable part 
of the population died from starvation and disease. 
For example, thirty years of Belgian colonial do- 
mination in the Congo cut down the size of the po- 
pulation to less than one-third of the original fi- 
gure. This is a striking illustration of the real essen- 
ce of the policy of the “missionaries of civilisation.” 

In marked contrast, the Soviet Union, which has 
had a great revolutionising influence on the natio- 
nal liberation movement throughout the world, 
has pursued a policy of genuine support for the 
peoples fighting for their national independence. 

The revolutionising influence of the Great Octo- 


ber Socialist Revolution and the nationalities po- 
licy elaborated and put into practice in the Soviel 
Union has been stressed repeatedly in the press 
and in statements of representatives of the pro- 
gressive forces in the developing countries. For 
example, John B. Marks (1903-72), member of the 
Executive Committee of the African National Con: 
gress (ANC) of South Africa, wrote: “The Sovic! 
government not only proclaimed the right of na 
tions to self-determination and independence, bu 
put that principle into immediate practice. The 
former colonies of the Russian empire were libe 
rated, and where they voluntarily opted to joii 
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, the mos 
energetic and generous steps were taken by th: 
Russian proletariat, now masters of their countr; 
for the first time, to establish in the Asian territo 
ries and other backward areas that powerful eco 
nomic and industrial development which alone ca! 
ensure true independence and national equality 

"This unprecedented and magnificent exampl 
had a tremendous impact, both directly and indi 
rectly, on the oppressed colonial people. It trans 
formed our national-liberation movements, bot. 
quantitatively and qualitatively." 

It is still one of the favourite propaganda trick 
of the imperialists, however, to distort the essenc 
of the economic and political ties of the sociali: 
states with the developing nations. Western econc 
mists strive to misrepresent the foreign trade relz 
tions of the socialist countries with the developin 
nations and to depreciate the value of the former 
export goods. Such attempts were made, for exam 
ple, by Jean-Pierre Séréni in his article The Aid c 
the Socialist Countries to the Third World printe 
in the Paris magazine, Jeune Afrique (1971, Ne 
569, pp. 54-55). In his efforts to belittle Soviet aic 


the author claims that the Soviet Union and the 
other socialist countries “lack the necessary expe- 
rience in the field of trade,” and implies that their 
aid has certain political strings attached. 

The rendering of aid to lesser developed coun- 
tries is inherent in the very nature of the socialist 
system. Lenin stressed this even before the October 
Revolution: “We will help them pass to the use of 
machinery, to the lightening of labour, to democra- 
cy, to socialism.” ! These ideas of Lenin's have 
been further developed and put into practice in the 
policies of the Communist Party of the Soviet 
Union and the Soviet Government. 

For example, Soviet credits—which are a major 
source of finance for the economic development of 
the young states—comprise some fifty per cent of 
the funds received by Afghanistan as foreign aid 
during the second five-year plan period (1962-67), 
some 12 per cent of the state investments in India's 
industry in the third five-year plan period, and 
about 30 per cent of the foreign currency neces- 
sary for Egypt's second five-year industrial deve- 
lopment pian. The projects which the Soviet Union 
is building in these developing countries are of 
tremendous economic importance for them. For 
example, the Bhilai steel works in India produces 
more than 25 per cent of the country's steel, 66 
per cent of its rails, 50 per cent of the commercial 
pig iron and almost 33 per cent of the sectional 
rolled steel. The Helwan metallurgical plant in the 
Arab Republic of Egypt which is being built with 
Soviet assistance, will produce more than 80 per 
cent of Egypt's ferrous metal output. The Aswan 
High Dam makes it possible to increase Egypt's 
gross agricultural output by 40-50 per cent as 
against 1959, the year when the construction of 
! Lenin. Coll. Works, Vol. 23, p. 67. 
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the dam was begun. At the present time more than 
600 industrial enterprises and other installations 
are being built in the developing countries with the 
assistance of the USSR and the other socialist 
countries, and some 250 have already been put into 
operation. 


A major part of the industrial enterprises which 
are being built with Soviet assistance, are metal- 
lurgical, engineering and chemical plants and fac- 
tories, i. e. enterprises of the main branches of in- 
dustry. The imperialist powers, however, although 
they have in recent years started building a nuin- 
ber of heavy industry enterprises in some of the de- 
veloping countries, continue to concentrate their 
assistance on the development of such branches of 
the economy in the young states as will serve to 
perpetuate the position of those states as producers 
of raw materials. The American monopolies, for ins- 
tance, refused to help India build a metal works 
in Bokaro and turned down Egypt's request for 
assistance in the construction of the Aswan dam. 


The Soviet Union grants easy-term credits to the 
developing countries, repayable over a period of 
10-15 years at a 2-3 per cent annual interest rate. 
In contrast, the loans which the imperialist po- 
wers—the United States, Britain, the Federal Re- 
public of Germany, France and Japan—grant to 
the developing nations are extremely burdensome. 
More than half of these loans are at an annual in- 
terest rate of more than three per cent, and a third 
of them are at five per cent. In 1955, the Interna- 
tional Bank for Reconstruction and Development 
which is controlled by American capital, raised 
its bank rate for credit operations from 5.5 per 
cent to 6 per cent a year. The British writer, Idris 
Cox, pointed out that “none of the socialist coun- 
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tries is engaged in private investment for profit 
in the underdeveloped countries. Investment is 
devoted entirely to the public sector, and to ex- 
panding public and social services, such as educa- 
tion, health, and technical training.” 

While trying to drive a wedge between the social- 
ist system and the national-hberation movement, 
the anticommunists at the same time try to make 
out that the economic expansion of imperialism is 
in the interests of the developing countries, pre- 
senting it as a policy of disinterested aid. This is 
done to cover up the fact that the imperialists re- 
ceive not only direct profits from this "aid" but 
also try to derive political and ideological capital 
from it. 

Pedro Saad, General Secretary of the Communist 
Party of Ecuador, described this kind of “aid” as 
an “instrument of enslavement.” 

Foreign aid plays an important role in the strug- 
gle of the monopolists for markets. As a rule the 
recipient countries are obliged to use the credits 
they receive from the foreign monopolies to buy 
equipment and goods in the “benefactor” states 
where the cost of these commodities is much high- 
er than on the world market. As a result, the re- 
cipient countries incur considerable losses. 

All this goes to show that the economic "aid" of 
the imperialist states is little more than a major 
instrument enabling the foreign  monopolies to 
continue and to increase their exploitation of 
the peoples of the developing countries. 

* * * 


In order to drive a wedge between the emerg- 
ing nations on the one hand, and the socialist sta- 
tes and the working people of the developed capi- 
talist countries on the other, the anticommunists 
make use of the "two civilisations" concept based 
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on the theory of the British historian Arnold Toyn- 
bee. According to this concept, the history of man- 
kind is characterised by the independent and pa- 
rallel existence and development of civilisations. 
Ignoring the fact that the peoples of East and West 
have been carrying on a fruitful cultural exchange 
for hundreds of years, Arnold Toynbee maintains 
that one civilisation cannot pass on its experience 
and achievements to another. This thesis implies 
the conclusion that it is impossible for the liberat- 
ed nations to develop along the road of socialism. 

Anticommunist propaganda also makes use of 
racist concepts which interpret the development of 
human society from a narrow-minded nationalistic 
position, The upholders of these racist theories ig- 
nore the social and class factors and strive to pre- 
sent nationalism as the decisive force of historical 
development. For example, speaking about the 
strategic aspects of US policy, the American wri- 
ters R. Strausz-Hupe, W. Kintner and S. Possony 
declare that in the psychological offensive it is im- 
perative to lay stress on the conflict between com- 
munism and nationalism. The reactionary forces 
in the developing countries act hand in glove with 
the Western propagandists. 

The Programme of the Communist Party of the 
Soviet Union in this connection states: "The anti- 
popular circles of those countries (Asia, Africa, and 
Latin America—4:d.) seek to tone down the gene- 
ral democratic content of nationalism, to play up 
its reactionary aspect, to push aside the democra- 
tic forces of the nation, to prevent social progress, 
and to hinder the spread of scientific socialism." 

While criticising the reactionary aspects of na- 
tionalism, the communists firmly support its gene- 
ral democratic content and the progressive aspects 
of the ideology of the developing nations. In the 
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present epoch the strengthening of the alliance of 
the main forces of the world revolutionary process 
is a natural phenomenon of the social and politi- 
cal development of mankind. 


* * * 


In many of the developing countries the popular 
struggle for the strengthening of their national in- 
dependence and social progress is led by the Marx- 
ist-Leninist and revolutionary-democratic parties. 
The document adopted bv the International Meet- 
ing of Communist and Workers’ Parties, held in 
Moscow in 1969, says: “Communists fight for the 
freedom, national independence and socialist fu- 
ture of their peoples. They are the bearers of the 
ideas of scientific socialism and fight in the van- 
guard of the national-liberation movement.” 

The imperialist propagandists and politicians arc 
alarmed at the success of the communists and their 
ever growing influence on the liberation movement 
in the developing countries. In their struggle 
against the communist parties the imperialists and 
tlie local reactionary forces resort to a wide range 
of means. 

In a number of newly independent countries, es- 
pecially where power is in the hands of reactio- 
nary regimes, the governments, acting with the 
blessing and support of foreign imperialism, con- 
tinue their "holy war" against the communists. For 
example, since 1965, hundreds of thousands of 
communists have been murdered or tortured to 
death in Indonesia. 

The reactionary forces use a wide variety of ac- 
cusations and arguments in their "ideological war" 
against the communist and revolutionary-demo- 
cratic parties. For example, the reactionary philo- 


19 


sophers, sociologists, historians and economists 
falsify the reasons for the growing influence of the 
revolutionary parties in the developing countries, 
or present them in a prejudicial, one-sided man- 
ner. They have concocted the story that the suc- 
cess of communists and revolutionary democrats 
in these countries is based solely on the extremely 
poor living standards of the people. However, at 
the same time the reactionary propagandists ignore 
the fact that the communists help the people in the 
underdeveloped countries to find practicable ways 
of surmounting their difficulties, and help them to 
make rapid economic and social progress. |t 
should be stressed that the etfectiveness of this 
help has been confirmed by its results. 

The propagandists of the capitalist world try to 
paint a picture of the communists in the developing 
countries as enemies of democracy who wish to 
deprive the citizens of those countries of their per- 
sonal property. All these fabrications are refuted by 
the actual building of a new society in the socialist 
countries where power is in the hands of the com- 
munist parties. Socialism encourages extensive par- 
ticipation by the people as a whole in political life, 
in running the affairs of the state and in all types 
of social and public activities. For instance, in the 
Soviet Union more than two million people have 
been elected as deputies to the Supreme Soviets 
(the national parliament and the parliaments of 
the individual republics) and local Soviets (coun- 
cils). In 1970, the composition of the USSR 
Supreme Soviet was as follows: workers—31.7 per 
cent, farmers—18.6 per cent, workers in the fleld 
of science, the arts and public health services—9.6 
per cent, civil servants, party officials and func- 
tionaries of public organisations—40.1 per cent. In 
the local Soviets, elected in 1971, the workers and 


collective farmers comprised 36.5 and 28.8 per cent 
of the deputies respectively. 

The working class in the developing countries, 
as in other countries of the world, is the most pro- 
gressive class and it plavs an outstanding role in 
the struggle for national liberation. The working 
class consistently works for the completion of the 
national, anti-imperiatist, democratic revolution, 
opposes the attempts of the reactionary circles to 
impede social progress, and initiates major strike 
action. Recent vears have witnessed a rapid growth 
of the numerical strength and political role of the 
working class which has also become much better 
organised. For example, on the eve of the Second 
World War, there were only 3-4 million members 
of the working class in India, whereas today their 
number has increased to 9-10 million. In the period 
since India gained her independence the member- 
ship of the trade unions has grown considerably 
and now stands at six million. The numerical 
strength and influence of the communist parties is 
also growing. 

Imperialist propagandists exert considerable 
efforts to falsify the problems of the class structure 
of the developing countries and distort the politi- 
cal role of the proletariat. With reference to the 
development of the technological revolution and 
industrialisation, Raymond Aron, Arnold Toynbee, 
Walt W. Rostow and many other sociologists of 
the capitalist world claim that the class struggle of 
the proletariat “has no prospects.” Some so-called 
Political scientists and propagandists of the West 
trv to make out that the leading role in the libe- 
ration and democratic struggle of the developing 
nations belongs to the peasants and not the work- 
ers. The concept of "rich" and "poor" nations is 
also widely applied to town and countryside and 
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to peasant and working class in an attempt to di- 
vide them. It is also used in an effort to diminish 
the role of the proletariat. 

Lenin firmly opposed all attempts to minimise 
the role of the working class and to divide it from 
the peasants. He pointed out that “the country 
cannot be equal to the town under the historical 
conditions of this epoch. The town inevitably leads 
the country. The country inevitably follows the 
town, The only question is which class, of the ‘ur- 
ban’ classes, will succeed in leading the country, 
will cope with this task, and what forms will lea- 
dership by the town assume?” 

Various attempts are made to distort the historic- 
al mission of the working class. The imperialist pro- 
pagandists and advocates of capitalism in the 
developing countries often trv to “dissolve” the pro- 
letariat by making it part of the bourgeois and pet- 
tv-bourgeois environment. This aim is served by 
the concept of the "middle class" which, thev con- 
tend, emerges today both from the national bour- 
geoisie and the working class. 

The natural development of historical events, 
and the intensiflcation of the economic and politi- 
cal struggle of the working class in the developing 
countries refute these false allegations. It is inte- 
resting to note that representatives of the revolu- 
tionarv-democratic sections of the population, ma- 
ny of whom in the past were inclined to rather 
underestimate the role of the proletariat in the so- 
cial development of the developing nations. have in 
recent vears been increasingly proclaiming a revi- 
sion of their former views. For example, in 1966, 
at the Cairo seminar on the problems of the natio- 
nal-liberation movement. many representatives of 
the revolutionary-democratic parties sharply criti- 
! Lenin. Coll. Works, Vol. 30, p. 257. 


cised the attempts of the propagandists of the ca- 
pitalist world to identify the workers with the bour- 
geoisie and to divide them from the peasants. 


Unity of all the anti-imperialist, progressive forces 
is essential for the success of the developing coun- 
tries in their struggle for national independence and 
social progress. Only a broad alliance of patriotic 
and democratic forces pursuing an anti-imperialist 
policy can break the stranglehold of foreign capi- 
tal. A national-liberation front could unite the work- 
ing class, the peasants, sections of the urban mid- 
dle class, the democratie intellectuals and other 
progressive forces. 

And the formation of a broad anti-imperialist 
front is one of the most important tasks of the com- 
munists in the liberated countries. It is not surpris- 
ing therefore that continuous attempts are being 
made to undermine the unity of the patriotic for- 
ces of the voung states. This is one of the main 
directions of the strategy of anticommunism. 


One of the principal aims of the policv of neo- 
colonialism is to split the patriotic forces. It also at- 
tempts to expand the social base on which it can 
lean for support. The imperialists usually enjoy 
the support of the leadership of the local bour- 
geoisie, the semi-feudal elements, the tribal leaders 
and the reactionary circles of the army. Foreign ca- 
pital often resorts to briberv and economic pres- 
sure. For instance, members of the local middle 
class and civil servants are often given executive 
posts in foreign firms. Wide use is also made of 
forming mixed companies with the participation of 
both foreign and national capital. The imperialists 
strive to “Westernise” the national middle class and 
intellectuals, that is, to foster in them an admira- 
tion for capitalism and the “Western way of life.” 
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The reactionary and frankly treacherous ele- 
ments of the local wealthy clans often take an act- 
ive part in the campaigns dirceted against the na- 
tional liberation movement, 

The imperialists suprort the reactionary regimes 
existing in a number of countries - in South Viet- 
nam, South Korea, Thailand. South Africa, Rhode- 
sia, Haiti, ete. The frankly reactionary and politi- 
cally dependent regimes. however, are not the only 
ones that enjov the support of the imperialists who 
also make use of governments, which are headed 
by circles pursuing a policy of compromise, as a 
cat's-paw in their efforts to split the progressive 
forces. The foreign monopolies and their apologists 
spare no efforts to aggravate relations between 
the communists. on the one hand, and petty bour- 
geoisic, the middle section of the bourgeoisie and 
the intellectuals, on the other. 

In the socialist-oriented developing countries the 
imperialists carrv on an unremitting campaign 
against the revolutionary-democratic governments 
in order to undermine their social base. The anti- 
communists make special efforts to undermine the 
unity of the communists and the revolutionary-de- 
mocratic sections of the population, because this 
unity is of tremendous importance for the progress 
of the liberated countries along the non-capitalist 
road of development. They allege that the commu- 
nists have set themselves the aim of overthrowing 
the revolutionary-democratic governments, and are 
using the national-liberation slogans for purely tac- 
tical purposes—to seize political power. 

The anticommunists engage in an extremely 
wide range of activities aimed at splitting the natio- 
nal-liberation movement. In the liberated countries 
the imperialists strive to expand the social basé on 
which they lean for support, enlist the sympathies 
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of the national bourgeoisie, and bring to power mi- 
litary-dictatorship regimes and subservient pup- 
pets. The imperialists, in their efforts to split the 
national-liberation movement, make full use of the 
tenacity of national prejudices and tribal strife. It 
is becoming increasingly difficult, however, for 
them to get away with these subversive tactics. The 
revolutionary forces of many developing countrics 
are consolidating their ranks in the struggle against 
imperialism. 


* * * 


The struggle for the non-capitalist road of deve- 
lopment is an integral part of the strategy of the 
communist and revolutionary-democratic parties in 
the developing countries. Many years ago Marx and 
Engels advanced the idea that the economically 
backward countries would take the road of social- 
ist development, by-passing the capitalist stage. 
This idea was subsequently elaborated in detail by 
Lenin who pointed out that “.. .with the aid of the 
proletariat of the advanced countries, backward co- 
untries can go over to the Soviet system and, 
through certain stages of development, to commu- 
nism without having to pass through the capitalist 
stage.” ! 

This thesis of the classics of Marxism-Leninism 
has been confirmed by the historical experience of 
the peoples of Soviet Central Asia, the Mongolian 
People's Republic and the Democratic Republic 
of Vietnam. Today the non-capitalist road of deve- 
lopment has been chosen by a number of countries 
in Asia and Africa. The governments of these states 
are headed by representatives of the revolutio- 
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nary-democratic sections of the population who re- 
present the interests of the peasants, the work- 
ing class, the pettv bourgeoisie, progressive mili- 
tary circles and patriotic intellectuals. The revolu- 
tionary-democratic regimes carry out radical anti- 
imperialist, anti-feudal and sometimes even anti- 
capitalist reforms and transformations. The public 
sector is growing in the national economy of a 
number of countries including Burma, Iraq, Syria, 
Egvpt, Guinea and Algeria. These states are rest- 
ricting the operations of foreign monopoly capital 
and beginning to enlist the services of workers in 
production management. Many major progressive 
reforms in the economic, political and cultural 
spheres have been carried out in India, in the 
young Republic of Bangladesh and in Sri Lanka. 

The struggle for non-capitalist development is 
one of the most important conditions for the deep- 
ening of the revolutionary process in the develop- 
ing countries and the implementation of major 
social and economic reforms. The theory and prac- 
tice of the transition of the economically backward 
nations to socialism, by-passing the capitalist stage, 
comes up against the flerce resistance of the re- 
actionary circles. The local reactionaries, backed 
by the imperialist monopolies, stage counter-revolu- 
tionary coups. For example, in Burma, imperial- 
ist agents are inciting the reactionary sections of 
the influentia! Buddhist clergy to oppose the revo- 
lutionary-democratic regime. 

The imperialists combine the counter-revolutio- 
nary activities of their agents with ideological sub- 
version, Their aim is to discredit the very idea of 
non-capitalist development, defend the capitalist 
mode of production, disorient and confuse the pub- 
lic in the developing countries, próvoke unrest and 
rebellion against the revolutionary-democratic go- 
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vernments, and belittle the importance of the prac- 
tical measures carried out by these regimes in the 
social, economic and political spheres. 

Historical experience shows that the formation 
of a stable revolutionary-democratic government is 
a guarantee that the socialist-oriented countries will 
consolidate their economic independence and con- 
tinue to make social progress. A most important 
prerequisite for the success of a revolutionarv-de- 
mocratic dictatorship is the consistent strengthen- 
ing of the revolutionary parties which increasingly 
lean for support on Marxist-Leninist ideology and 
Strengthen their ties with the Communist Party of 
the Soviet Union and other communist parties. 

The imperialists view the formation and streng- 
thening of such parties as a serious threat to their 
policy of neocolonialism. That is why their efforts 
in the ficld of the ideological subversion of the 
countries which have taken the non-capitalist road 
of development, concentrate on falsifying the in- 
ternal party systems and political regimes in these 
states. For instance, J. Coleman and C. Rosberg, 
researchers at California University, criticise all 
the one-party systems in the African states, ignor- 
ing the differences in the social and economic sys- 
tems of these countries. Most of their accusations 
of “totalitarianism” are directed against the social- 
ist-oriented countries. Professor Anthony Lewis of 
Princeton University proclaimed as “totalitarian” 
a number of democratic, popular parties in the 
young African states, the parties which have made 
a tremendous contribution to the struggle of their 
peoples for national independence. He accused the 
leadership of these parties of “extremism” and 
blamed them for the economic hardships being ex- 
perienced bv their countries. At the same time he 
spared no efforts to whitewash the imperialists and 
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colonialists, and advised the  socialist-oriented 
countries to adopt the political svstem of the deve- 
loped capitalist states, together with certain. ele- 
ments of the political organisation of those African 
countries which have taken the capitalist road of 
development. 

The anticommunists combine distortion of the 
true state of affairs in the socialist-oriented coun- 
tries and the prospects of their further develop- 
ment with praise of the capitalist system. 

Propaganda urging the capitalist road of deve- 
lopment is carried out by a wide range of means, 
including the advocating of various theories and 
concepts. Defending the capitalist system, propa- 
gandists of that system. such as G. Haberler, 
N. Buchanan, A. Cairncross. W. Brown and 
P. Bauer, advanced the theory of the “comparative 
cost of production.” According to this theory, the 
most rational structure of the economy can be 
achieved only on the basis of a spontaneously 
operating free market mechanism and free enter- 
prise and competiton. Pointing to the low labour 
productivity in the liberated countries (in com- 
parison with the developed industrial states), the 
advocates of this theory tried to prove the inex- 
pediency of industrialisation for the developing 
countries, arguing that it is cheaper to bring in cer- 
tain industrial commodities from Western Europe 
or the United States, than to manufacture them 
locallv. 

Basing their arguments on these premises, the 
advocates of the “comparative cost of production” 
theory, in actual fact, opposed the development of 
the public sector and economic pjanning, and like- 
wise opposed radical social and €conomic reforms 
in the countries of Asia, Africa and Latin America, 

Demagogic appeals to follow the example of va- 
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rious developed capitalist states is another method 
used by the propagandists of the capitalist. sys- 
tem. 


In recent times the apologists of the capitalist 
system have been defending capitalism on the bas- 
is of various “theories” they have advanced-—the 
theory of the “industrial society," the “moderni- 
sation" theory, and the "convergence" theory. 
Such concepts primarily pursue the aim of cover- 
ing up the tremendous difference between social- 
ism and capitalism, and diverting the liberated 
nations from the socialist. road of development. 
The writings of those philosophers, sociologists and 
economists who have become the apologists of the 
capitalist system show that they are sparing no 
elTorts to whitewash the policy of neocolonialism by 
continuing the myth about the "civilising" mission 
of the imperialist powers in the developing coun- 
tries. At the same time they slander the progressive 
forces, in particular the communist and revolutio- 
narv-democratic parties of the liberated states, at- 
tempting to discredit the great alliance of the so- 
cialist countries with the national-liberation move- 
ment. The imperialist: anticommunists direct the 
spearhead of their attacks and slanderous allega- 
tions against the Marxist-Leninist teaching and the 
theory of scientific communism. 


Anticommunism has become the main weapon 
of the reactionary forces in their struggle against 
the democratic forces in the countries of Asia, Af- 
rica and Latin America. Anticommunism is the 
propaganda weapon both of the imperialisis and 
of the feudal. pro-imperialist elements and reactio- 
nary groups in those countries which have thrown 
off the colonial voke but which are under capital- 
ist influence. 
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+ ++ 


The ideas and theories put forward to justify co- 
lonialism were adopted by the reactionaries in an 
atmosphere when the conflicts of the present-day 
epoch had become sharply aggravated. We have 
in mind, primarily, the conflicts between socialism 
and imperialism, and between imperialism and the 
national-liberation movement. Today, when the 
socialist system has become a decisive factor deter- 
mining world development, the imperialists fear 
the spread of communist ideas and the influence 
of the socialist states on the liberated nations, re- 
garding this as a mortal threat to the entire capi- 
talist system. 


And it is by no means accidental that the impe- 
rialist reactionary forces have staked everything 
on anticommunism as their main weapon. Having 
lost their political domination in the countries of 
Asia and Africa, and having been deprived of such 
a powerful weapon of enslavement as the colonial 
administration, foreign monopoly capital is now 
seeking for new ways and means to continue the 
exploitation of the peoples of Asia and Africa and 
retain its position in these vast and wealthy areas 
of the worid. Capitalist propaganda, which is 
steadily losing its appeal, is backed up by the pra- 
ctical activities of the imperialists spearheaded 
against the national-liberation movement. These 
activities include the extensive use of armed force, 
the staging of counter-revolutionary coups, the per- 
secution of communist parties. revolutionary orga- 
nisations and progressive social groups, amd vari- 
ous methods of economic and political pressure. 

An analysis of the concepts adopted 4v the 
champions of neocolonialism and of the capttskst 
road of development shows that they combine 


some of the old colonialist ideas with new theories 
which emerged during the crisis and collapse of 
the colonial system of imperialism. One can single 
out two main directions in the kaleidoscope of con- 
temporary "theories" developed in the capitalist 
world dealing with the social, political and ccono- 
mic problems of the developing countries. 

The first group includes theories with a marked 
conservative, reactionary and  ultra-colonialist 
trend. These are based largely on anticommunist 
notions and ideas dating back to the period of the 
direct colonial domination of imperialism in the 
countries of Asia and Africa. The reactionary im- 
perialist "idcologists" are carrying on a fierce 
Struggle against the progressive movements in the 
developing countrics and advocate the use of the 
most extreme means and methods to crush the 
national-liberation forces. These "ideologists" are 
rabid anticommunists. 

The second group includes those who belong to 
the “liberal” school and who do not reject open- 
ly the progressive aims of the national-liberation 
movement, and sometimes even voice their support 
for many social and economic reforms. They main- 
tain numerous contacts with broad sections of the 
public in the developing nations in an effort to 
bring them over to the side of capitalism and im- 
perialism and in this way split tlie united national 
front of the revolutionary forces. 

The ideological sabotage of the theoreticians, 
journalists and political leaders of the capitalist 
camp is becoming increasingly ineffectual among 
broad sections of the public in the young states. 
Representatives of the  revolutionary-democratic 
forces and the governments of the socialist-orient- 
ed <ountries are taking an active part in the strug- 
gle against anticommunism. These progressive for- 


ces gradually evolve towards the adoption of a 
number of major precepts of the Marxist-Leninist 
theory and often come out with denunciations of 
the reactionary concepts. For example, the Egyp- 
tian magazine Al-Talia published the following: 
“If the past historical stage was concluded with 
the people and leadership of the ARE choosing so- 
cialism, our new stage is the stage of the build- 
ing of socialism in the material, moral and organi- 
sational spheres of our society. This building of 
socialism requires, of necessity, that all the social- 
ist forces, different in their origin, should unite 
without exception in the day-to-day struggle 
against new hostile activities, against the survivals 
of former periods of development, and against both 
open and disguised capitalist ideas, notions and 
customs." 

The communists are leading the struggle of the 
fighters against the imperialist propaganda which 
is being assiduously carried on in the countries of 
Asia, Africa and Latin America. The people of the 
developing countries are becoming increasingly 
aware of the correctness of the basic precepts of 
Marxism-Leninism, which point out practicable 
ways and means of solving the complex social and 
economic development problems in the liberated 
countries. 
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